Salsa Metales combines the virtuosity and versatility of a touring brass quintet with the power and presence of a symphony orchestra.  Combined with Jim Stephenson's masterful arrangements of Latin-themed music, Salsa Metales is a huge hit with orchestra audiences.   

Designed to feature members of the orchestral brass section alongside the Spectrum Brass Quintet, Salsa Metales is a showcase for the entire ensemble, highlighting the orchestra while providing a top-notch chamber solo experience to your venue.  


PROGRAM

[4'] Orchestral Opener TBA
[decided by Maestro]

[1'] Fanfare a la Macarena James M. Stephenson
Orchestra

[5'] La Virgen de la Macarena ……..Bernado B. Monterde
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[10'] Carmen con Salsa ……..George Bizet
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[5'] Orchestral selection TBA
[decided by Maestro]

[2'] Le Chocolat, from The Nutcracker……..Pyotr Tchaikovsky
Spectrum Brass w/orcehstra brass section Arr. Stephenson 

[5'] Malagueña ………Ernesto Lecuona
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[32'] 1st half ~ Estimated time.

~INTERMISSION~

[3'] Salsa Metales Stephenson
Spectrum Brass [solo]

[4'] Spain ……..Chick Corea
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[4'] Orchestral selection TBA
[decided by Maestro]

[4'] Tequila ……… Chuck Rio
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra brass section Arr. Stephenson

[4'] The Girl from Ipanema…………Max Jobim
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra brass section Arr. Stephenson

[4'] Tico-Tico no Fubá ………..Zequinha de Abreu
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[5'] Conga ……………Gloria Estefan
Spectrum Brass w/orchestra Arr. Stephenson

[Possible Encore: to be determined]

[28'] 2nd half ~ Estimated time.

[60'] Total Music ~ Estimated
(44' w/ Spectrum Brass; 14' orchestra only) 
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 Founded in the fall of 2008, the Spectrum Brass Quintet is dedicated to using great music as a foundation for unique collaborations. In its current concoction, the Spectrum Brass Quintet combines the power and grace of an elite brass quintet with the commanding presence of a concert pianist and the allure and sophistication of a soprano soloist.  Adding the element of percussion to the mix, the Spectrum Brass Quintet creates a tremendous amount of unique color and emotional variety that promises to push the meaning of the “chamber music” experience to its limits.   
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Trumpeter Scott Thornburg has performed as a soloist and chamber musician around the world. Following undergraduate and graduate study at the University of Miami and the Juilliard School, Mr. Thornburg lived in New York City where he was principal trumpet with the New York City Symphony, the Summerfare Opera Orchestra, Philharmonica Virtuosi, the Stamford Symphony, Musica Sacra, and the Hartford Symphony Orchestra. He performed at the Caramoor Festival as principal trumpet with the Orchestra of St. Lukes, and toured South America, Europe, and the U.S. with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra.
As a chamber musician, Mr. Thornburg is a member of the New York Trumpet Ensemble and has performed with the Canadian Brass, Parnassus, and the New York Brass. He was invited to fill in for one of the regular members of the American Brass Quintet who was on leave during the fall 1997 season. Mr. Thornburg spent two months performing around the country with the group and conducting masterclasses and chamber music coachings at the Juilliard School where the American Brass Quintet is in residence. For four years he toured the U.S. and Canada for Columbia Artists with the trumpet and organ duo Toccatas and Flourishes. He has also appeared as soloist with the Vermont Mozart Festival Orchestra, Philharmonia Virtuosi, the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, the St. Lukes Chamber Ensemble, the Juilliard Symphony, the Brass Band of Battle Creek and, most recently, on U.S., European, and South American tours with the New York Chamber Soloists. 1996 held performance and master class tours in Spain and Russia and in the Spring of 2000, a tour with the Summit Brass. 

Mr. Thornburg’s recording with pianist Silvia Roederer was released in 2001 and he has recorded with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, the Orchestra of St. Lukes, Philharmonia Virtuosi, the New York Trumpet Ensemble, and with the organist Richard Morris.
Since the fall of 1989, Mr. Thornburg, his wife Sue Larsen and their three children, Laura, Lee and Eric, have lived in Kalamazoo, Michigan where he is a Professor at Western Michigan University as well as a member of the acclaimed Western Brass Quintet and the Kalamazoo Symphony Orchestra. In the summer he teaches and performs at the Bay View Music Festival in Bay View, Michigan.
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Brian Buerkle is a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, having received his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Performance from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music in 1997 and his Master’s Degree in Music Performance at Duqusene University Mary Pappert School of Music in 2003.  His primary teachers have included esteemed trumpeters George Vosburgh, Marie Speziale, Mario Guarneri, Adolph Herseth and Philip Collins.  He is currently 2nd Trumpet with the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra in Charleston, WV.  From February 2006 to August 2007, Brian served as the Acting 4th/Utility Trumpet with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra and during the 1999 season, he was Second Trumpet with the State of Mexico Symphony Orchestra in Toluca, Mexico.  As a freelance trumpeter, Brian has performed and recorded with the Pittsburgh Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony, Cincinnati Pops, Columbus Symphony, Seattle Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, Colorado Symphony, West Virginia Symphony, Lexington Philharmonic, Queen City Brass and the Burning River Brass.

Aside from his skills as a trumpeter, his published arrangements for brass ensemble and brass quintet have been played and recorded by such groups as the Canadian Brass, Summit Brass, Bay Brass, Washington Symphonic Brass, Belgian Brass, Canterbury Brass, Queen City Brass and the New World Symphony Orchestra.  He has received extensive conducting experience with the Kentucky Symphony Orchestra, Music Academy of the West, CCM Brass Choir, Duquesne Contemporary Ensemble and his own Brian Buerkle Brass Ensemble.  As an entrepreneur, Brian is currently the Owner and President of the Southern Ohio Music Company, a business specializing in the sale and distribution of high quality brass sheet music.

During his free time, Brian can be found doing a number of activities, including playing tennis, racquetball, golf, baseball, billiards and ping-pong.  He is also an avid audiophile and maintains an extensive collection of classical music recordings. 
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Eric Reed was born and raised in Evansville, Indiana, where he began his study of the horn at age nine. A graduate of Rice University and The Juilliard School, Eric has been a member of the New World Symphony and the Oregon Symphony. He is currently a member of the Harrisburg Symphony, Cleveland-based Burning River Brass, and Ensemble ACJW, the performing arm of The Academy—A Program of Carnegie Hall, The Juilliard School, The Weill Music Institute and the New York City Department of Education. 

Since moving to New York City in 2006, Eric has performed with the Orchestra of St. Luke's, Brooklyn Philharmonic, Long Island Philharmonic, New York Symphonic Ensemble, Sejong Soloists, Juilliard Orchestra, DiCapo Opera, Westminster Opera, and the Broadway musical productions Les Misérables, Wicked, Young Frankenstein, South Pacific, and Shrek. He has also appeared with the Kansas City Symphony, Florida West Coast Symphony, Tanglewood Music Center Orchestra, National Orchestral Institute, and Spoleto Festival USA.


As a chamber musician, he has performed with the International Contemporary Ensemble (ICE), Argento Chamber Ensemble, 2nd Instrumental Unit, Central Park Brass, Motor City Brass, Talea Ensemble, and Summerfest Kansas City. Eric has established himself as a versatile musician through performances with Gary Morgan's Latin big band, PanAmericana!, as well as in back-up orchestras to Ray Charles, Wynton Marsalis, Chris Botti, and the Mambo Kings. As a fellow at Tanglewood in 2002, he was awarded the Harry Shapiro Award for outstanding brass playing. 

Eric studied with William VerMeulen and Roger Kaza at Rice University's Shepherd School of Music, and with Julie Landsman at The Juilliard School. As part of his fellowship with The Academy, Eric teaches elementary school students at the Clement C. Moore School, Public School 13Q, in Elmhurst, Queens, New York City.
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John Rutherford is one of Detroit's leading freelance trombonists. He earned a Bachelor of Music from the University of Michigan after two years of study at the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston. John received his Master of Music in Jazz Studies from Wayne State University and has held teaching positions at the University of Toledo, Albion College, Henry Ford Community College, and most recently at Oakland University.

John has performed and recorded with the Detroit Symphony Orchestra and Michigan Opera Theatre Orchestra. He has served as guest principal trombonist of the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra and has performed abroad with the Jerusalem International Symphony, the Philharmonic Orchestra of Palermo, Sicily, the Singapore Symphony Orchestra, the Hong Kong Symphony Orchestra, and most recently at the Santo Domingo Music Festival in the Dominican Republic. 

An active chamber musician, John has performed with the Detroit Chamber Winds, the Boston Chamber Ensemble, the Michigan Chamber Brass, the Spectrum Brass Quintet, and is the founding member of the Motor City Brass Quintet, whose 2009 debut CD features the premier recording of Pulitzer Prize winner John Harbison’s Christmas Vespers. He has recorded with Yo-Yo Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble (Silk Road Journeys: When Strangers Meet), for Sony Classical as part of the Silk Road Project. With the Silk Road Ensemble, John toured a large part of North America, including performances at Carnegie Hall.

On the other side of the spectrum, John performs with many of Detroit's leading jazz ensembles and is lead trombonist with the Scott Gwinnell Jazz Orchestra. He performs on tenor trombone, bass trombone, and tuba for the pit orchestras at many theaters in Michigan and Ohio and has played in bands and orchestras for artists including Ray Charles, Jimmy Heath, Christian McBride, Michael Brecker, Dave Liebman, George Russell, Terence Blanchard, Patti Austin, Gladys Knight, Debbie Gibson, the Four Tops, the Temptations, the Fifth Dimension, and Dennis DeYoung of Styx. John is the founding member of the Motor City Horns, who recently joined Bob Seger and the Silver Bullet Band on their 2006-2007 "Face the Promise" North American tour. With the Motor City Horns, John has collaborated with Clarence Clemons and the Temple of Soul, The Verve Pipe, Carl Craig and Tribe, and frequently with Alexander Zonjic. With Zonjic, they have shared the stage and crafted horn arrangements for many well known jazz artists, including Bob James and Jeff Lorber. He has recorded for radio and television commercials at studios in Detroit and Los Angeles and is a voting member of the Recording Academy (GRAMMYS).
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Tubist Jacob Cameron has taught at universities throughout the United States and has led a very active and interesting performing career.  As a soloist, Cameron was the Artist Division winner of the 1996 Leonard Falcone International Tuba Competition, a second place winner of the Lansing Matinee Musical Orchestral Brass Competition and a national finalist for both the high school and collegiate brass divisions of the MTNA solo competition. He has also performed numerous solo recitals including guest recitals at Indiana State University, Michigan State University, UNC Greensboro, and the Interlochen Arts Academy.

Large ensemble experience includes performances with the Cincinnati Pops, Cincinnati Symphony, Detroit Symphony, Grand Rapids Symphony, and the Jacksonville Symphony. An active chamber musician, he has recently performed with the Buerkle Brass, Canterbury Brass, Michigan Chamber Brass, Pamlico Sound, Today’s Brass Quintet, the Queen City Brass and is a current member of the Motor City Brass Quintet. 

Mr. Cameron received his M.M. in Tuba Performance from Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music and his B.M. in Tuba Performance from Michigan State University, where he is currently pursing his DMA. His primary teachers are David E. Kirk and Phil Sinder. 

Jacob Cameron is currently Instructor of Tuba and Euphonium at Grand Valley State University, and Artist/Faculty at the Bay View Music Festival in Bay View, Michigan.  He has held teaching positions at Wright State University, East Carolina University, Calvin College and Cornerstone University.
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"... straightforward, unashamedly beautiful sounds..." and "deserves to be heard again and again."

"... skillfully composed" and "covers a wide stylistic and emotional range... seamlessly arranged..."  -  Boston Herald and Boston Globe
"I consider him to be one of the most exciting composers, not just in the U.S., but in the world."  -  Peg Goldberg Longstreth, Naples Daily News

James Stephenson's music is the complete package: a fresh and energizing sound scape that delights the audience while maintaining integrity and worthwhile challenges for the performing musicians. This rare combination has rewarded Stephenson with ongoing commissions and projects. Current collaborations include a concerto for Branford Marsalis with Rodney Mack; a work for the Houston Symphony,; a concerto for the Philadelphia Orchestra's principal trombonist, Nitzan Haroz; a piano/trumpet concerto for Lisa Leonard and Marc Reese; and a new work for the Bozeman Symphony.
Stephenson's music has been performed by many of today's leading orchestras, including the Cleveland Orchestra, the symphonies of Houston, Atlanta, Detroit, Baltimore, Oregon, Jacksonville, the Rochester Philharmonic, Florida Orchestra, and the Naples Philharmonic. His music has been conducted by such notables as Gustavo Dudamel, Jorge Mester, Fabio Mechetti and Thomas Wilkins. His symphonic arrangements have been performed by almost every leading orchestra in the U.S. A diverse sampling of individuals who have performed Stephenson's works would include Pinchas Zukerman, Denyce Graves, Jennifer Frautschi, the Chicago Symphony String Quartet, Empire Brass members Marc Reese, Mark Hetzler and Greg Miller, and even the Pointer Sisters and 98 Degrees. Stephenson's music appears on many artists' recordings, including those of Jouko Harjanne, Eric Berlin, Richard Watson, the Christy Quartet, Musicians-out-of-the-Box and his own, Colors, released in 2002.
Stephenson's commitment to music for young audiences resulted in his landmark educational work: Compose Yourself! This interactive and informative introduction to the symphony orchestra has been performed over 125 times nationwide since its 2002 premiere.
Increasingly in demand for his passionate work with young musicians, Stephenson has appeared as resident composer at many festivals, including the Las Vegas Music Festival, the Southern Illinois Music Festival, and most recently he was featured at Lynn University's Contemporary Music Festival in Boca Raton, FL and the St. Barts (French West Indies) Music Festival. A similar highlight of 2007 involves three brass conferences in three weeks, one of which being ITG's National Conference, including two world premieres, and a showcase of Stephenson's brass compositions.
Stephenson studied at the New England Conservatory of Music, where he earned his Bachelor of Music with distinction in trumpet performance. His wife, Sally, is a performing violinist, and they have four children.

